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“The team of officers will be passing on advice on safer driving as well as giving out fixed penalty notices to those caught breaking the law. Sadly we continue to find that many drivers are still committing these offences, without thought for the danger they are putting themselves and other road users in.

“I want people to think twice before they get into their vehicle, not just on Friday but for every single journey. We need to change the behaviour of drivers who continue to offend despite regular enforcement campaigns and publicity warning of the dangers of driving whilst drunk, on drugs, whilst using a mobile, without a seatbelt or at high speeds.”

Suffolk Constabulary are carrying out Operation Guardian as part of Suffolk Roadsafe, a group of agencies who come together with the aim of making Suffolk’s roads safer through education, enforcement and publicity. The Suffolk Roadsafe Board comprises representatives from Suffolk County Council, Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service, Suffolk Constabulary, Suffolk Safecam, the Highways Agency and the East of England Ambulance Service. These agencies work together to provide the best possible use of resources and road safety expertise from many different disciplines.
ENDS

Note to editors – Reporters and photographers are invited to follow the team in Sudbury, Haverhill and Bury St Edmunds. The schedule is as follows –

9.30am – media opportunity, Sudbury – meet at the police station

12.30pm – media opportunity, Haverhill – meet at the police station

3.30pm – media opportunity, Bury St Edmunds – meet at Western Area Headquarters
Please contact Lisa Crane by 4pm on Thursday 18th September to register your interest. Alternatively Inspector Zoe Finn will be available for interview on the day, please contact Lisa Crane to arrange.

The results of the day of action will be released w/c 22nd September.

Further information about Suffolk Roadsafe can be found at www.suffolkroadsafe.net
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****MEDIA INVITATION****





OPERATION GUARDIAN – SAVING LIVES





WEST SUFFOLK, FRIDAY 19th SEPTEMBER 2008





****EMBARGOED UNTIL 5PM 19-09-08****





Suffolk Police are holding their fourth day of action against illegal activity on the roads in the west of the county, under Operation Guardian. Police officers will be targeting those who flout the rules of the road, pro-actively stopping as many vehicles as possible in order to detect offences and increase public knowledge of safe driving practices.





Around 40 officers in 17 vehicles will begin the day in Sudbury at 8am for a briefing by Roads Policing Inspector Zoe Finn, before heading out to locally identified areas of concern. They will then move in convoy to Haverhill to repeat the exercise, and then on to Bury St Edmunds to complete the day.





The team will be carrying out road safety enforcement checks focusing on speeding, use of mobile phones, driving whilst under the influence of drink or drugs and seatbelt use.





Chief Inspector Neal Atwell is leading the operation. He says, “This latest Operation Guardian day is focusing firmly on casualty reduction. With such a large team of officers dedicated to stopping offending vehicles, enforcing the law and educating motorists, I hope to make it clear to people in Sudbury, Haverhill and Bury that driving offences will not be tolerated. Drivers who offend make the roads dangerous for everyone – by using a mobile phone whilst driving, drinking and driving or speeding, you’re not properly in control of the vehicle and it only takes a second to cause a collision and do some serious damage, to something or someone.





Continues…
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