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Cllr Guy McGregor, Portfolio Holder for Roads and Transport, said; "Suffolk Roadsafe fully support Suffolk Constabulary's Christmas Drink and Drug Drive campaign.  So many lives are lost on Suffolk's roads as a result of those who drink or take drugs before getting behind the wheel and this simply has to stop.  I would urge and encourage everyone to support this welcomed police initiative."
In December 2007, 3069 people were stopped and breathalysed as part of the Christmas drink and drive enforcement campaign. 94 were found to be over the legal limit of 80 milligrammes of alcohol in 100 millilitres of blood.
Meanwhile, police across Suffolk will not only continue to crackdown on drink driving, but will also be targeting speeding, the use of mobile phones while driving and people who do not wear a seatbelt. This is part of an ongoing campaign to reduce the number of people killed or seriously injured on Suffolk’s roads.  

Between 1st September and 27th November 2008, 1044 motorists have been caught speeding, 1532 people have been caught without a seatbelt and 467 motorists were caught using a mobile phone. 

- ENDS -


Notes to Editors:

1. Inspector Trevor Sharman is available for interview on Monday 1st December. Please call Kate Tindle in the press office to arrange. 

2. Please note, it will not be possible to give a mid-campaign update on drink drive figures during this campaign. This is due to new technology, which collates the information on a monthly basis, rather than officers giving their returns daily. However, we will endeavour to get details of any charges to you. Please contact your local press officer for information. 

3. We are happy to arrange for reporters to go out on patrol. Please either contact the PHQ press office or an area press officer to arrange.  
4. The Suffolk Roadsafe Board comprises representatives from Suffolk County Council, Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service, Suffolk Constabulary, Suffolk Safecam, the Highways Agency and the East of England Ambulance Service. These agencies work together to provide the best possible use of resources and road safety expertise from many different disciplines. For more information about Suffolk Roadsafe, log on to www.suffolkroadsafe.net
What drink driving could cost you: 

· A court conviction. 

· A driving ban of at least 12 months. 

· An endorsement of your driving licence for 11 years. 

· A criminal record. 

If you get caught drink driving then the above is the minimum that will happen to you. You may also be liable to a fine of up to £5,000 and up to 6 months in prison.

The effects of alcohol on your driving include:

· Slower reactions. 

· Reduced field of vision. 

· Poorer judgement of speed and distance. 

· Overconfidence and increased risk taking, increasing the danger to all road users including yourself. 
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SUFFOLK POLICE CONTINUES FIGHT AGAINST DRINK AND DRUG DRIVING


Suffolk Police is once again driving home the message not to drink or take drugs before getting behind the wheel of a vehicle.


Today, Monday 1st December, police launch a month-long Christmas Drink and Drug Drive campaign, supported by Suffolk Roadsafe. 





As part of the campaign police are urging people to call a halt to the actions of anyone they know who consistently flouts the law and dismisses other people’s safety by mixing drinking or drugs and driving. 





Inspector Trevor Sharman of Suffolk Constabulary’s Serious Collision Investigation Team, said: “If you know someone who is drink or drug driving, then please call the police. They are a danger to themselves, to you, your family and others, and they should be stopped. The sudden death of a loved one causes devastation to families and friends. Please don’t put yourself and others at risk by drink or drug driving this Christmas.”





Anyone who suspects someone they know of drink driving is asked to report them immediately to the police or Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.





In 2007, more than 15 per cent of fatal road collisions in Suffolk were due to drink and drug driving. Officers will be stepping up roadside checks and are warning motorists that they will breath-test anyone involved in a collision, however minor.





“If you are going out on a night out, remember to book a cab, choose a nominated driver or, if you are at a friends house, stay over for the night,” continued Insp. Sharman. 


“If you think you won't get caught, you're wrong. The police are trained to spot all the tricks drink drivers use to avoid being caught. We are taking steps to make the roads safer by making sure that those who drink drive are arrested and face the consequences of their actions.”


The offence of 'causing death by careless driving whilst under the influence of drink or drugs’' carries a maximum penalty of 14 years imprisonment.  


Continues…
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