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Notes to Editors: 

1. The Suffolk Roadsafe Board comprises representatives from Suffolk County Council, Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service, Suffolk Constabulary, Suffolk Safecam, the Highways Agency and the East of England Ambulance Service. These agencies work together to provide the best possible use of resources and road safety expertise from many different disciplines. For more information about Suffolk Roadsafe, log on to www.suffolkroadsafe.net
2. Inspector Alex Morrison is available for interview today. Please phone the PHQ press office to arrange. 
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PRESS RELEASE





12th November 2008





MOTORISTS COMMIT OVER 2000 OFFENCES ON SUFFOLK’S ROADS





2165 traffic offences have been committed on Suffolk’s roads between 1st September and 5th November 2008.





The figures released today, Wednesday 12th November, show there are still a considerable number of motorists who are flouting the law. 





At the beginning of September, Suffolk Constabulary launched, in partnership with Suffolk County Council, a period of sustained and enhanced enforcement across the county. This was introduced to reduce casualties by targeting inappropriate behaviour on the county’s roads. 





The number of people killed or seriously injured (KSI) on roads in Suffolk has increased compared to last year. Latest figures show that between 1st January and 7th November 2008, there were 329 people killed or seriously injured on Suffolk’s roads. In the same period in 2007, there were 247 people killed or seriously injured. This is 82 more KSI casualties (an increase of 33%) in 2008 compared to 2007. 





In particular, it is the number of people being seriously injured that has increased this year compared to 2007. 219 people were seriously injured between 1st January and 7th November 2007, compared to 303 during the same period in 2008.





The number of people killed on Suffolk’s roads during this period has actually decreased from 28 in 2007 to 26 in 2008 (a decrease of 7.7%).  





So far, as part of the campaign, officers have caught 1176 people without a seatbelt, 328 drivers using their mobile phones, and 661 motorists speeding. 353 fixed penalty notices have also been issued for other motoring offences, such as vehicle defects.





A Suffolk Constabulary spokesman said: “Disappointingly there are still motorists and passengers who continue to put their own lives and the lives of others at risk.   





“Please don’t become a statistic. Please, belt up, switch off the mobile, slow down, and don’t drink and drive.”








Continues…
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