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Environment & Transport

RoadSafe Communications Group: 4 key messages

keep within speed limits, don’t drink and drive, always wear a seat belt and switch off mobile phones while driving
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For further information contact;





Matthew Frankland


Data Analyst – Road Safety Engineering


Suffolk County Council Endeavour House


Telephone:  01473 26 4905


Email:  � HYPERLINK mailto:matthew.frankland@et.suffolkcc.gov.uk ��matthew.frankland@et.suffolkcc.gov.uk�
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Suffolk: speed related accidents





Figure 1.2: 3-year trend showing proportion of fatal accidents, where speeding was a factor
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Figure 1.1: 3-year trend showing proportion of KSI accidents, where speeding was a factor








The Cost of Speeding








Speeding








Key points:





Of the total number of 252 KSI accidents recorded in Suffolk during 2007 a total of 70 (27.8%) were caused, to some degree, by speeding.





The proportion of serious injury accidents recorded in Suffolk, as a consequence of excessive speed, during 2007 was 25.9%*.  The national average is 18% (RoSPA – May 2005).





The proportion of fatal injury accidents recorded in Suffolk, as a consequence of excessive speed, during 2007 was 38.9%*.  The national average is 28% (RoSPA – May 2005).





Based on a three-year comparison the number of casualties suffering serious injuries has remained at similar levels (averaging 26.5%).  The number of fatals however, has risen in each of the previous three years, from 30.3% in 2005 to 38.9% in 2007.





In Suffolk the pattern of age of Vehicle 1 drivers is interesting.  In 2007 ‘over 30’s’ were in the slight majority of drivers involved in accidents caused by speeding.  This contradicts the national trend and is different to that previously recorded in Suffolk.





The pattern of male drivers being the predominant culprit of speed related accidents is apparent in Suffolk.  In 2007 male road users were three times more likely to be involved in a serious speed related accident.





























*  as the judgement on speeding at the scene of an accident can be objective Suffolk’s figures are based on a locally agreed interpretation of ‘speeding’.





Figure 1.1 highlights that on average, over the past three years, over a quarter of all recorded accidents resulting in one or more KSI casualty have being caused to some degree by excessive speed.





Speed related accidents account to a total of 300 KSI casualties recorded since 2005.





This document is classified as ‘Restricted’ within the Government Protective Marking Scheme (GPMS) guidelines.  This marking is reflective of its content and allows for comprehensive dissemination within the Suffolk County Council.  Consultation with the author of this document should be sought prior to further dissemination.





�








Suffolk:  who is most likely to speed?





Figure 1.4 illustrates that the number of tickets issued for speeding offences has increased by 55.9% (1,811 tickets) since 2004.





2007 shows a single year increase of 23.0% (944 tickets) on the previous twelve-month period.





Figure 1.4: levels of fixed penalty tickets issued for speeding offences between 2004 and 2007
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Figure 1.2 is showing a more concerning trend.  The percentage of fatal accidents where excessive speeding was identified has risen to 38.9%, up almost 9% on levels recorded just 2 years ago.





These accidents account for a total of 49 deaths in accidents recorded since 2005.





Figure 1.3: difference/ratio between younger and older drivers of ‘vehicle 1’








10 people die and 100 are seriously injured on our roads per day. Improvements in driver behaviour have the potential to cut these statistics dramatically; reducing drivers’ speeds will play a vital part in this.





Excessive speed contributes to 12% of all injury collisions, 18% of crashes resulting in a serious injury and 28% of all collisions which result in a fatality. This means that around 1,000 people are killed each year on Britain’s roads because drivers and riders travel too fast, and over 6,000 are seriously injured.





A male is twice as likely to commit a minor speeding offence than a female. 





A male is four times as likely to commit a more serious speeding offence than a female.





The Department for Transport annually monitors traffic speeds at around 180 sites throughout Great Britain.  The total number of vehicle records processed to produce the 2003 statistics was about 677 million.  These measurements showed that in 2003:





58% of cars, 54% of motorcycles and 53% of HGVs exceeded the 30mph limit


27% of cars and 36% of motorcycles exceeded the 40mph limit


57% of cars and 59% of motorcycles exceeded the 70mph speed limit on motorways





Source:  Department for Transport (� HYPERLINK http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/roadsafety/speedmanagement/speedknowyourlimits ��http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/roadsafety/speedmanagement/speedknowyourlimits�)





It is clear therefore that many of us speed at least some of the time.  The graph below further adds to these facts;
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Financially the cost of speeding can be considerable.  Fines for speeding are issued by law and resulting endorsements on your driving licence will increase your risk and therefore increase the cost for motor insurance.
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Figure 1.3 shows that since 2003, the numbers of drivers responsible for KSI accidents involving speeding has moved away from the national trend of young drivers.


  


In 2003 younger drivers (up to 30 yrs.) were twice as likely to be the driver at fault.  Comparative 2007 data has shown this pattern no longer exists.








Suffolk:  Enforcement
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Figure 1.4 illustrates that the number of prosecutions for speeding offences, taken from fixed or mobile safety camera’s has decreased by 35.1% (17,960 tickets) since 2005.





2007 shows a single year decrease of 19.9% (8,229 tickets) on the previous twelve-month period.





Figure 1.5: levels of prosecutions for speeding offences between 2004 and 2007





Data Issues


Due to changes in recording methods in relation to the STATS19 contributory factors, historic data is only available from 2005 onwards. 


Due to errors/omissions on a number of STATS 19 forms it is known that there are 94 (17 serious) casualties, relating to 55 (14 serious) accidents outstanding, and therefore not included in the analysis detailed in this document.


12 accident records remain outstanding with officer in charge.  As a result the severity or number of casualties involved has yet to be confirmed.  These are not included in any of the figures detailed in this document.


In addition to this, there are a further 21 records still with Bury CJU.  These are likely to be damage only but pending confirmation of this, are not included in any of the figures referred to in this document.








Please note – the figures shown in figures 1.4 and 1.5 support the idea that speed related accidents cannot be linked to levels of enforcement related to speed offences.  This is proven by the contrasting nature of the trends shown in figures 1.4 and 1.5.  The reality is that with so many other factors, which can influence levels of speeding (police enforcement, volumes of accident reduction schemes), any attempt to link to the two is impossible.





Figure 1.3 states that since 2003, male road users are on average over three times more to be involved in speed related accidents than females.





This pattern conforms to national statistics and research from a study by the Scottish Government, the results of which can be seen on page 5 of this document.





Figure 1.4: difference/ratio between the gender of drivers of ‘vehicle 1’ 





Please note –with the exception of those accidents caused due to the actions of a pedestrian, in multiple vehicle accidents ‘vehicle 1’ is the vehicle at fault.
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