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RoadSafe Communications Group: 4 key messages

keep within speed limits, don’t drink and drive, always wear a seat belt and switch off mobile phones while driving
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Total number of KSI casualties recorded in Suffolk between 2003 and 2007 where the casualty
was NOT wearing a seatbelt, split by age
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Total number of KSI casualties recorded in Suffolk between 2003 and 2007 split between
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Total number of KSI casualties recorded in Suffolk between 2003 and 2007 where the casualty
was NOT wearing a seat belt, split by gender
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Total number of fixed penalty tickets issued for failure to wear a seat belt in Suffolk between
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Suffolk:  effects of not wearing a seat belt





Figure 1.2: 5-year trend showing proportion of fatalities, where deceased was not wearing a seat belt
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Figure 1.1: 5-year trend showing proportion of KSI’s, where the casualty was not wearing a seat belt








National Statistics








Seat belt








Key points:





Of the total number of 281 KSI casualties recorded in Suffolk during 2007 a total of 28 (10.0%) were identified as not wearing a seat belt at the time of the accident.





Comparing data from the previous 5 years (figure 1.1) highlights the fact that despite the county showing a year-on-year decrease in total KSI casualties, the volume of those recorded where the casualty was not wearing a seat belt remains unchanged.





Looking specifically at fatals it is noted that the problem of non-seat belt wearing has become more apparent in recent years.  Of the total number of 39 fatal casualties recorded in Suffolk during 2007, 12 (30.8%) were identified being not wearing a seat belt at the time of the accident.





Following consultation with the appropriate accident investigators at Suffolk Constabulary, the informed opinion is that, of the 12 fatals referred to above, as many as TBC could have been avoided (ie; casualty suffered non-fatal injuries) if a seatbelt had been worn.





Of the 2007 total of 12 fatals, is worth noting that in 11 of these cases, the vehicle the victim was travelling in was a car.





Comparing data from the previous 5 years (figure 1.2) highlights a significant proportion in fatalities recorded during 2007, where the casualty was not wearing a seat belt.  This is a worrying trend and one that should be addressed.





The consequences of these high levels of failure to wear seat belts is further compounded by the fact that 2007 saw Suffolk’s lowest recorded number of fatalities for the last five years.  





Recent Suffolk data (figure 1.3) goes with the national trend in relation to gender.  People killed or seriously injured as a result of failure to wear a seat belt are more likely to be male.





On the contrary, the figures for Suffolk, split by age (figure 1.4) contradict the national picture.  During the last three years the number of casualties’ aged 30 and under are equally comparable to levels of those aged 30 and above.





In relation to fixed penalty tickets issued for failure to wear a seat belt, figure 1.5 shows a yearly increase in volume.  Through correspondence with Suffolk Constabulary this increase cannot be interpreted as increased offending.  Other factors such as enforcement and officer priorities may also contribute to increased levels.





Figure 1.1 highlights that in recent years the proportion of KSI casualties not wearing a seat belt has not decreased in-line with Suffolk’s reduction in overall KSI numbers.





As a result of the over overall KSI reduction, the % related to non seat belt use has increased to its highest level for five years; 10.0%.





For further information contact;





Matthew Frankland


Data Analyst – Road Safety Engineering


Suffolk County Council Endeavour House


Telephone:  01473 26 4905


Email:  � HYPERLINK mailto:matthew.frankland@et.suffolkcc.gov.uk ��matthew.frankland@et.suffolkcc.gov.uk�

















In recent years the traditional trend of younger casualties being the predominant group not wearing seatbelts has disappeared to levels equal to those of older drivers.





The changing trend can be attributed in the main to an increase in the number of older drivers not wearing seat belts.





At 4, the level of child failure to wear a seat belt is the highest number recorded in recent years.





Figure 1.4: difference/ratio between younger (below 30) and older drivers (30+) casualties in relation to seat belt wearing during the last 5 years





Data Issues


Due to changes in recording methods in relation to the STATS19 contributory factors, historic data is only available from 2003 onwards. 


Due to errors/omissions on a number of STATS 19 forms it is known that there are 94 (17 serious) casualties, relating to 55 (14 serious) accidents outstanding, and therefore not included in the analysis detailed in this document.


12 accident records remain outstanding with officer in charge.  As a result the severity or number of casualties involved has yet to be confirmed.  These are not included in any of the figures detailed in this document.


In addition to this, there are a further 21 records still with Bury CJU.  These are likely to be damage only but pending confirmation of this, are not included in any of the figures referred to in this document.








Figure 1.2 is showing a more concerning trend for 2007.  The percentage of deaths where the deceased was not wearing a seatbelt has more than doubled against levels recorded during the previous 4 years.





Of the 39 fatalities recorded on Suffolk’s roads during 2007, 12 (30.8%) of them were not wearing a seat belt at the time of the accident.





Figure 1.3: difference/ratio between male and female casualties in relation to seat belt wearing during the last 5 years





Taken from the RoSPA website, the following statistics help the understanding of the issue of seat belt wearing;





Car occupants form 65% of all road casualties. In 2003, 188,342 people were killed or injured while travelling in cars, and of these, 123,786 (88%) were drivers or front seat passengers. 





�
Driver�
Front Seat Passenger �
Rear Seat Passenger �
All Occupants�
�
Fatal�
1,169�
396�
204�
1,769�
�
Serious�
9,871�
3,550�
2,101�
15,522�
�
Slight�
112,746�
38,198�
20,107�
171,051�
�
All Severities �
123,786�
42,144�
22,412�
188,342�
�



The table above which shows the number of car occupant casualties during 2003, sorted by severity of injury, and seating position. Source, ‘Road Casualties Great Britain: 2003’, Published by The Stationery Office.








Over 90% of adult front seat passengers and drivers wear seat belts, as do 66% of adult rear seat passengers.





If wearing rates in the rear were as high as those in the front, a further 30 adult lives would be saved each year.





Since the law to wear seat belts in the front was introduced in 1983, front seat belts are estimated to have saved 50,000 lives.  They have also prevented 590,000 serious casualties and 1.5million minor injuries.





50,000 lives saved equate to 7 lives saved every day for the last 20 years.





As many as15 front seat occupants are killed annually by the impact of an unbelted rear seat passenger.





The wearing rate for van drivers is currently 63%, and for their passengers the rate is only 55%.  If the wearing rate in vans matched that for cars then 20 more lives would be saved annually.





Seat belt wearing rates are higher in rural areas (93%) than in urban areas (89%).�


Women (94%) are more conscientious than men (86%) at wearing a seat belt.�


In the back, over 90% of children wear seat belts or child restraints.�


For the youngest children aged 0 to 4 years the wearing rate is 97%.





Despite continued advertising about the dangers of not wearing a seat belt, a core 10% of Britain’s 28 million drivers still fail to belt up for every journey. 





�





Figure 1.3 shows that since 2003, male road users are on average over three times more likely not to wear a seat belt than females.





This advocates the government message laid out on the � HYPERLINK http://www.thinkroadsafety.gov.uk ��www.thinkroadsafety.gov.uk� website.








Suffolk:  who are the culprits?
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During the previous three years it would appear that the issue of road users failing to wear a seat belt has increased by 65.0%.





However, this can only be an assumption at this stage, as what figure 1.5 may represent is an increase in levels of enforcement within the county.





Figure 1.5: levels of fixed penalty tickets issued for failure to wear a seatbelt between 2005 and 2007
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