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RoadSafe Communications Group: 4 key messages

keep within speed limits, don’t drink and drive, always wear a seat belt and switch off mobile phones while driving
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Suffolk:  The Facts
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Figure 1.1: 2-year trend showing proportion of fatal casualties, where mobile phone use was identified as factor in accident








National Statistics








Mobile Phone Use








Key points:





In the last two years (2006 and 2007) a total of 4 people have been killed as a direct result of accidents caused by drivers using their mobile phones.





In percentage terms, this equates to over 5.3% of total fatals recorded during the 24-month period.





Analysis into these four casualties shows that the age of the driver using a mobile phone at the time of the accident is varied.





It may also be worth noting the numbers of drivers using a mobile phone at the time of the fatal accident were male, aged between 19-24.





In addition to the 4 fatal accidents caused by mobile phone use in Suffolk there have been additional 11 injury accidents recorded since 2005.  Overall this equates to a total of 23 casualties.

















Figure 1.1 highlights that in the last 2 full calendar years a total of 4 deaths have occurred on Suffolk’s roads as a result of the driver of a vehicle involved using his/her mobile phone at the time of the accident.





Further investigation into the of the 4 fatal accidents highlights that the circumstances of all, were consistent with the effects of mobile phone use, as listed over page.





For further information contact;





Matthew Frankland


Data Analyst – Road Safety Engineering


Suffolk County Council Endeavour House


Telephone:  01473 26 4905


Email:  � HYPERLINK mailto:matthew.frankland@et.suffolkcc.gov.uk ��matthew.frankland@et.suffolkcc.gov.uk�























This document is classified as ‘Restricted’ within the Government Protective Marking Scheme (GPMS) guidelines.  This marking is reflective of its content and allows for comprehensive dissemination within the Suffolk County Council.  Consultation with the author of this document should be sought prior to further dissemination.











A report from RoSPA identified the following ways driving whilst using a mobile phone can reduce levels of safety for the user and other road traffic;.





Maintenance of lane position


Maintenance of appropriate and predictable speed


Maintenance of appropriate distances from vehicle in front


Reaction times


Judgement


General awareness of other traffic
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Source:  RoSPA (� HYPERLINK http://www.stoppingdistances.org.uk/facts/mobilephones.htm ��http://www.stoppingdistances.org.uk/facts/mobilephones.htm�)





The graph above shows how mobile phone use has changed over time, with a large reduction in September 2004 following the introduction of legislation. However, there is concern that this is starting to creep up again.





In the most recent surveys, 1 in ever 40 car drivers were talking on either a hand-held or hands-free mobile phone.





Drivers of other vehicles, such as vans, were observed to be using a mobile phone more frequently in the survey, with around 1 in every 30 drivers using a hand-held or hands-free mobile phone





There is no evidence to support the assumption that any particular social group, such as young males or the elderly, are any more susceptible to the problem of mobile phone use while driving.  However we can confidently say that those groups with proven high risks of involvement in road traffic accidents, are more susceptible to accidents while using a mobile phone.





Hard facts relating to the impact of using a mobile phone has on accident figures are not readily available.  However, as the use of mobile phones becomes ever greater (1980’s = 1%, 2003 = 75%), it seems likely that better data will become available.














Data Issues


Due to changes in recording methods in relation to the STATS19 contributory factors, historic data is only available from 2005 onwards. 


Due to errors/omissions on a number of STATS 19 forms it is known that there are 94 (17 serious) casualties, relating to 55 (14 serious) accidents outstanding, and therefore not included in the analysis detailed in this document.


12 accident records remain outstanding with officer in charge.  As a result the severity or number of casualties involved has yet to be confirmed.  These are not included in any of the figures detailed in this document.


In addition to this, there are a further 21 records still with Bury CJU.  These are likely to be damage only but pending confirmation of this, are not included in any of the figures referred to in this document.
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During the previous four years it would appear that the issue of road users using a mobile phone whilst driving has increased by 212.7% (2,093 tickets).





However, this can only be an assumption at this stage, as what figure 1.5 may represent is an increase in levels of enforcement within the county.





Figure 1.5: levels of fixed penalty tickets issued for mobile phone use whilst driving between 2004 and 2007.
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