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Environment & Transport

RoadSafe Communications Group: 4 key messages

keep within speed limits, don’t drink and drive, always wear a seat belt and switch off mobile phones while driving
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For further information contact;





Matthew Frankland


Data Analyst – Road Safety Engineering


Suffolk County Council Endeavour House


Telephone:  01473 26 4905


Email:  � HYPERLINK mailto:matthew.frankland@et.suffolkcc.gov.uk ��matthew.frankland@et.suffolkcc.gov.uk�
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Impact of drink and drugs on road traffic accidents





Figure 1.2: 3-year trend showing proportion of KSI casualties, where drink and/or drugs were a factor
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Figure 1.1: 3-year trend showing proportion of fatal casualties, where drink and/or drugs were a factor








National Statistics








Drink/Drug Impediment








Key points:





During the last three years 17.1% of all fatal casualties were related to accidents where a drink/drug impediment was identified.  The figure for 2007 alone was 15.4%





The equivalent figure for KSI’s stands at 11.9% (three-year average); 10.7% for 2007.





In 2007 31.0% of all drink/drug related KSI accidents involved a pedestrian casualty.





Of the total amount of accidents involving a pedestrian casualty, 77.8% relate to accidents where the pedestrian was impeded by drink and/or drugs and therefore was more likely to be at fault.





During the previous 3-year period figures show that KSI accidents are more likely to result in fatality when drink and/or drugs are a factor.  In 2007 alone 16.7% of total KSI accidents resulted in fatalities.  Of these KSI’s, related to drink and/or drugs, 20.7% resulted in death.





In relation to accidents recorded in 2005 or 2006, on occasions where a positive breath test was recorded, the offender was more likely to be under the age of 30 and male;





2005 = 100% male, 80% under 30 years of age


2006 = 73.3% male, 68.4% under 30 years of age





2007 saw numbers of positive breath tests recorded at KSI accidents fall by 53% (from 19 to 9).  Of these 9 accidents 87.5% of drivers who provided a positive breath test were male.  Only 44.4% were under the age of 30.





 














Figure 1.1 highlights that on average, over the past three years, over 17% of all recorded deaths on Suffolk’s roads were caused as a result of driver or pedestrian impediment by drink and/or drugs.





The 21 fatalities relates to 16 separate accidents over the three-year period.





This document is classified as ‘Restricted’ within the Government Protective Marking Scheme (GPMS) guidelines.  This marking is reflective of its content and allows for comprehensive dissemination within the Suffolk County Council.  Consultation with the author of this document should be sought prior to further dissemination.
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Impact of Pedestrians





Figure 1.8 illustrates the levels of breath tests recorded in recent years.  This shows that the number of positive tests has fallen steadily over this time.





In relation to the data in figure 1.8, the number of tickets issued for speeding offences has increased by 55.9% (1,811 tickets) since 2004.





2007 shows a single year increase of 23.0% (944) on the previous twelve-month period.








Figure 1.8: levels of fixed penalty tickets issued for speeding offences between 2004 and 2007
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Figure 1.2 is showing a similar, if less significant trend.  The percentage of total KSI (incl. fatal) casualties stands at 10.7% for 2007.





Current levels are lower than the 11.9% three-year average but with an average number of 35 fatal or serious casualties recorded per year the aim must still be to reduce this number.





Figure 1.5: difference between total KSI accidents and those involving pedestrians, where alcohol and/or drugs were identified as being a cause/factor








Nearly 1 in 6 of all deaths on the country’s road involve drivers over legal alcohol  (� HYPERLINK http://www.thinkroadsafety.gov.uk ��www.thinkroadsafety.gov.uk�)


In Suffolk the ratio is 1 : 6.5
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The graph above shows the trend that the number of people killed in drink-driving accidents was reducing until 1999. Since 2000 the number of deaths caused by alcohol has been rising.





Nationally, over 500,000 breath tests are carried out each year.  On average 100,000 (20%) are found to be positive


In Suffolk the figure was 7% in 2007





Using data collated through the STATS19 form, it is difficult to accurately report on levels of drink driving compared to drug-driving.  However research carried out in Scotland highlights some of the issues that exist;
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15% of respondents to the survey of drivers had used cannabis at some point during their lives. This figure rose to 45% among 17-24 year-olds.





4% of respondents to the survey of drivers had ever driven within a few hours of using cannabis. Men were more likely to admit to drug driving than women.





Drug driving occurs in a variety of circumstances. While older teenagers may take drugs in cars as part of their social life outside the home, drug driving among young people in their 20s is more likely to follow drug taking at a friends house or party or at a club.





The impact of drugs on driving was not seen as great by most participants in the qualitative interviews, particularly in comparison with the effects of drink driving. However, it was recognised that the impact of drugs on driving would vary depending on the type of drug, the amount taken and the individual concerned.





Drink driving was viewed much more negatively than drug driving, both in terms of the likelihood of it leading to an accident and the probability of being caught and convicted











Positive Breath Tests





Figure 1.5 shows that since 2005, the numbers of drink/drug related accidents have remained consistent.


  


Annual levels average at 30.9% over this period with detail on driver versus pedestrian impediment given below.








Enforcement
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Figure 1.3: 3-year trend showing the breakdown by age of those individuals involved in KSI accidents who supplied a positive breath test





Data shown in figure 1.3 for 2005 and 2006 conforms with the national picture that younger drivers are more likely to be involved in an accident when driving whilst under the influence of alcohol.





2007 goes against this trend with the number of male offenders down by 69.2% (9) on 2006.  Comparative female accidents remain consistent with previous years.





Data Issues


Due to changes in recording methods in relation to the STATS19 contributory factors, historic data is only available from 2005 onwards. 


Due to errors/omissions on a number of STATS 19 forms it is known that there are 94 (17 serious) casualties, relating to 55 (14 serious) accidents outstanding, and therefore not included in the analysis detailed in this document.


12 accident records remain outstanding with officer in charge.  As a result the severity or number of casualties involved has yet to be confirmed.  These are not included in any of the figures detailed in this document.


In addition to this, there are a further 21 records still with Bury CJU.  These are likely to be damage only but pending confirmation of this, are not included in any of the figures referred to in this document.
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Further to the data shown in figure 1.5, figure 1.6 shows the breakdown of those accidents involving pedestrians and splits them in relation to driver or pedestrian impediment. 





The results of this are interesting with over ¾ of such accidents, in each year, being caused by pedestrians.





Figure 1.6: of those KSI accidents identified as having pedestrian casualty, the percentage of pedestrian impediment by drink and/or drugs
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The charts shown in figure 1.7 show the effect that a drink/drug impediment has on fatality rates.





The pedestrian is 3% more like to be killed when involved in a KSI accident where drink/drugs were identified as being a factor.





Figure 1.7: levels of injury suffered by pedestrians involved in KSI accidents





Similar to patterns shown in figure 1.3, figure 1.4 conforms with the national trend that male drivers are more likely to be involved in an accident when driving whilst under the influence of alcohol.





2007 saw total numbers reduce by almost 53% but the trend of predominantly male driver remains the same.





Figure 1.4: 3-year trend showing the breakdown by gender of those individuals involved in KSI accidents who supplied a positive breath test
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Level of concern about being stopped by the police while driving under the influence (%)





Level of concern about being involved in an accident while driving under the influence (%)











Source: RoSPA


(� HYPERLINK http://www.stoppingdistances.org.uk/facts/drinkdriving.htm ��http://www.stoppingdistances.org.uk/facts/drinkdriving.htm�)
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